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Foreword

The Future of Public Administration: Accountable and Transparent Government in a Networked World

The second decade of the 21st Century is upon us and new challenges confront public administration in a borderless world held together by knowledge networks and individual and organizational linkages ranging from professional associations to Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter users. The world has never seemed so small and yet so many challenges abound in getting things done and governing efficiently, effectively, and ethically. Public administration is on the forefront of making the world a safer and better place to live, work, and play. The demand for successful administrative leadership and performance has never been greater.

2011 International Conference on Public Administration (7th), co-sponsored by University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, American Society for Public Administration, Chinese Public Administration Society, School of Public Administration of Moscow State University and Chinese Public Administration Journal seeks to provide a forum for distinguished speakers from academia, government and industry to discuss problems and new ideas, share experiences of success and failure in public administration, explore the changes that public administration poses for all aspects of governance, and promote international co-operation in the field of public administration. 

The theme of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration (ICPA 7th)—The Future of Public Administration: Accountable and Transparent Government in a Networked World. Focus areas include accountability and transparency in government, citizen driven administration/civic engagement, networking and governance in urban regions, collaborating public organizations, international and global challenges, civil service reform, governance in the midst of diversity, and new public management. The papers collected in Proceedings of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration represent a vast storehouse of new information and knowledge that should be useful to public officials on every continent, East-West and North-South, which offer insight, information, and knowledge on a variety of subjects that practicing public administrators and scholars should find useful.

The submissions of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration (7th) have amounted to Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six pieces from both China and abroad, including more than a hundred pieces submitted by foreign experts, scholars and practitioners to both School of Political Science and Public Administration of University of Electronic Science and Technology of China and American Society for Public Administration. The paper submitters are from Africa, Australia, America, Brazil, Canada, P. R. China, China Taiwan, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda and United Kingdom. After peer reviews by 2011 ICPA Academic Committee, the papers collected in Proceedings of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration(7th) (VolumeⅢ) are One Hundred and Fifty Five, which offer a wide array of new knowledge and information on subjects that public administrators and scholars should find of some valuable and practical uses. 

The 7th Proceedings of the 2011 International Conference on Public Administration encompasses a wide-ranging examination and analysis of those challenges. The Proceedings contain a rich and broad collection of ideas and research findings directed at the future of public administration in an accountable and transparent government in a networked world. Authored by academics and practitioners worldwide, the collection promises to move public administration practice and theory forward. There are seven sub-themes: (1) Accountability and Transparency in Government, (2) Public Service, Policy and Leadership, (3) Networking and Governance, (4) Collaborating Public Organizations and Civil Engagement, (5) New Public Management Issues, (6) Public Administrative Law and Media Management, and (7) Challenges in Public Administration. 
Among the papers that focus on Accountability and Transparency in Government that explore accountability experiences and practices as well as those that investigate the causes and consequences of governmental transparency include Seok-Jin Eom, Kwanpyo Bae, Seonghoon Kwon, JiHye Park from South Korea in “Public Accountability: Difference and Debates between Public Administration Theories” cover public accountability concepts which are embedded in the public administration theories, Moon, Kwang-min; Yang, JiSook and Lee, Hee Sun from Korea in “Political Accountability and Government Expenditure—Focusing on the Korea Local Government from 2002 to 2008” focus on the political competition, partisanship, and local governor’s career as political aspects to analyze how political factors affect the private transfer expenditure in local policy making process, Jon R. Taylor from USA in “Curbing Corruption through Pragmatic Confucianism and the Red Culture Campaign: Reform, Public Administration, and the Chinese Party-State” examines anti-corruption initiatives in China, Ulrik Kjaer from Denmark in “Political Accountability in Local Representative Democracy– Experiences from Danish Local Governments” proposes that the mechanism of holding politicians accountable is continuously challenged, and Prof. Vasanti Rasam and Dr Pooja Atkare from India do some researches on “The Experiences of Civic Participation and Change for Accountable and Transparent Democracy and Development in India”.

Public Service, Policy and Leadership are the subjects of papers by Di Hu from Ireland “Review of Civil Service Reform History in China: How the Policy Transfer Affects and Constructs the Chinese Civil Service System” reviews the history of civil service reform in China, SAVENCO Iulian Georgel; PUȘCĂ Andy Cornelius; LUPȘAN Gabriela and GÎSCĂ Cristian from Romania “The Politicization of Public Administration - an Obstacle in the Romanian Civil Service Reform” proposes that the politicization of public administration prevents the reform process of civil service, having negative repercussions on public administration activity, YANG Zhen-hai from P.R. China “The Value Orientation of Contemporary Service-oriented Government Based on the Perspective of New Public Service Theory” analyzes the contemporary service-oriented government value orientation in China, Muh-chyng Guh from Taiwan, P.R. China in “Leaders and the Reinforcement of Core Values of Public Servants—Transformational Leadership Perspective ”.

Papers on Networking and Governance exploring the emerging patterns of collaboration in networked governance, focusing on the complex issues of urban regions in both national and international contexts are addressed by CATARAMA Delia, Câmpeanu Emilia and Pădurean Elena from Romania “What Does Fiscal Sustainability Mean? A Theoretical Overview” examines fiscal sustainability, Wigfall, Patricia from USA “WHO Comes First? Matters of Tobacco Intervention in Health, Ethics, and Accountability: A Comparative Analysis of China and the United States” presents a comparative analysis of tobacco control in China and the United States, and LIU Zhi-yong from P.R. China “The PPPs Model and its Governability: An Analysis Based on the “Order of Governance” from Perspective of Kooiman”. 

Among papers analyzing Collaborating Public Organizations and Civil Engagement are those by Pichetwut Nillaor and Samihah Khalil from Malaysia “The Management of Public Expenditure among Local Administrative Organization in Thailand” examines three main objectives of the PEM, ARJUN RAO K from India “Bridging the Digital Divide: Akshaya as a Model” examines the “digital divide” across cultures, gender, and social strata taking particular note of the Indian initiative (Akshaya) to empower families in the southern state of Kerala, Tsai Chih-Hung and WANG Wei-Nan from P.R. China “A Model for Government-NGO Collaboration in China: Drawing on Case Studies of the Shanghai HIV/AIDS Prevention and Treatment International Cooperation Project” analyzes the model for government-NGO collaboration in China’s HIV/AIDS sector.

Public sector reforms, under the umbrella of New Public Management (NPM), have been widespread throughout the world, albeit taking different forms and moving at different paces. Those reforms have both supporters and detractors. Papers in this area analyze different interpretations of NPM, from a coherent ideology to a mixed bag of reform tools. They also analyze international trends, the value of translating NPM to different reform initiatives and the extent to which learning across international boundaries takes place. New Public Management Issues are addressed in papers by Min-Bong You and Hyung-In Shim from Korea “Developing Scales for Face Sensitivity and Face Saving Behavior, and Examining their Structural Relationship”, Yaotai Lu from USA “New Public Management Reforms in Public Asset Management at the State Governments of the United States”, QI Guang-hua from P.R. China “The Competence Framework of Civil Servants Based on Knowledge Management”, Ahmad FaizYaakob, AsriSalleh, KartiniAbooTalib& Khalid and Ahmad Nidzamuddin Sulaiman from Malaysia “New Public Management and Politicization: A Case of Senior Civil Servants in Malaysia” describe and assess the impact of management-based reforms on senior civil servants in Malaysia, Anca Adriana Cucu from France “Enhancing public organizations performance using the New Public Management tools: the European model of Common Assessment Framework” explores NPM tools that enhance public organization performance in a European context.

Issues on Public Administrative Law and Media Management are addressed in papers by HAN Hong and ZENG Ming-ying from P.R. China “Participatory Video and Rural Community Construction in China” argues that the application of Participatory Video (PV) can exert great influences on community construction, CHEN Bin from P.R. China “Research on the Significance of Promoting Media Politics with Chinese Characteristics” analyzes the relationship between the Chinese political system reform and the development of journalism and communication, and XU Guang-jian, WEI Yi-fang and MA Rui from P.R. China “The Regulation of China’s Nuclear Industry: An Analysis based on Environmental Federalism”.

Challenges in Public Administration are addressed in papers by Geoff Gallop and GUO Hong-li from Australia and P.R. China “Challenges to Public Administration Education: Comparative Research on MPA Core Curriculum from Nine Countries”, Noluthando Matsiliza from South Africa “Higher Education Training of Public Managers for Civil Service Reforms in South Africa: The Responsiveness of Universities of Technology”, WANG Zhong-hui and Guo Li-yuan from P.R. China “The Roles of Government’s Regulations on the Protection of National Brands under Foreign Merger and Acquisition”, and GUO Hui-juan, YUAN Yuan and ZHAO Lian-rong from P.R. China “Research on Properties of Environmental Responsibility from the Perspective of Institutional Economics”.

The 2011 International Conference on Public Administration brought together an array of authors and topics drawn from many countries and attracted international interest in and inquiries from scholars and public administration practitioners in P.R. China, Indonesia, Uganda, Germany, South Africa, Slovenia, America, United Kingdom, Canada, Russia, France, the Netherlands, Thailand, Romania, Italy, Brazil, Africa, Turkey, Poland, Australia, Switzerland, Denmark, Ireland, Pakistan, India, Iran, Malaysia, Philippines, Japan, South Korea, Spain and China Taiwan. The Seventh International Conference on Public Administration was truly international.
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