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Foreword

The State of Public Administration: 

Issues, Challenges, and Solutions

The trends and practices that mark public administration as a professional field are ever changing and essential to contemporary administrators and public policy makers. The calamities of recent years (e.g. terrorist attacks, disasters such as Hurricane Katrina, the devastating earthquake in China, the Asian tsunami, the SARS crisis, and famine in Africa, war profiteering, privatization miscues, the hollowing out of government, dismantling of civil service, the collapse of the financial industry and global recession) have catapulted professional public administration to the forefront of solving problems and meeting challenges.

Public administration is a dynamic enterprise with a modern history that extends more than 100 years worldwide, and even longer in a pre-modern form. While the quest for a science of administration has fallen on the shoals of dashed expectations, the quest for a field of professional public administration has largely succeeded in many parts of the world. Public administration scholars and practitioners are on the front-line of addressing significant governance issues and challenges, and most importantly finding solutions to vexing problems.

2009 International Conference on Public Administration (5th), co-sponsored by University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, American Society for Public Administration, Chinese Public Administration Society, School of Public Administration of Moscow State University, and Chinese Public Administration Journal seeks to provide a forum for distinguished speakers from academia, government and industry to discuss problems and new ideas, share experiences of success and failure in public administration, explore the changes that public administration poses for all aspects of governance, and promote international co-operation in the field of public administration. 
The theme of 2009 International Conference on Public Administration (ICPA 5th)—The State of Public Administration: Issues, Problems, Challenges, focuses on creating stable bridges to the future to ensure that issues and challenges are turned into opportunities, not obstacles. Focus areas include governance and reform, emergency and catastrophic crisis management, the profession and management issues. The papers collected in Proceedings of 2009 International Conference on Public Administration represent a vast storehouse of new information and knowledge that should be useful to public officials on every continent, East-West and North-South, which offer insight, information, and knowledge on a variety of subjects that practicing public administrators and scholars should find useful.

The submissions of 2009 International Conference on Public Administration (5th) have amounted to One Thousand and Eight pieces from both China and abroad, including more than a hundred pieces submitted by foreign experts, scholars and practitioners to both School of Political Science and Public Administration of University of Electronic Science and Technology of China and America Society for Public Administration. The paper submitters are from P.R. China, America, United Kingdom, Canada, Russia, Thailand, Romania, Italy, Africa, Argentina, Poland, Australia, Norway, Finland, Kenya, Pakistan, India, Iran, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Japan, South Korea, China Hong Kong, China Macau, Singapore and China Taiwan. After peer reviews by 2009 ICPA Academic Committee, the papers collected in Proceedings of 2009 International Conference on Public Administration(5th)(VolumeⅡ) are One Hundred and Sixty One, which offer a wide array of new knowledge and information on subjects that public administrators and scholars should find of some valuable and practical uses.

The papers collected in the Proceedings of the 2009 International Conference on Public Administration (5th) suggest that “The State of Public Administration” is vibrant, engaged, and forward looking. Six encompassing sub-themes can be identified: (1) The Profession and Good Governance, (2) Performance Issues and Management, (3) Information Technology and Management Information, (4) Networking and Public- Private-Partnerships, (5) Governance and Reform, and (6) Emergency and Catastrophic Management. 
Among the papers that focus on the profession and good governance are those by Wallace Swan from the United States “New Developments in the Delivery of Internet-Based Public Administration Programs and Courses,” Andrew Podger from Australia “Developments in the Relationship between Politics and Administration: Recent Australian Experience and Its Relevance to Other Nations,” Emilia Lucia Catana and Marius Cristian Catana from Romania “Contemporary Implications of Good Governance Principles in Romania: The Role of Civil Society in Increasing Public Accountability,” Larkin Dudley from the United States “What Are Citizens Saying? Analysis of Deliberative Democracy Forums,” Maria Piotrowska from Poland “Which Factors Matter for the Relationship between Perceptions of Corruption and Politicization: An Empirical Investigation Based on a Questionnaire Survey of Public Officials in Poland,” Li Bai-qi and Yang Shu-hou from P.R. China “Research on the Civil Participation in Marine Management,” Meng Tian-guang from P.R. China “Government Governance and Political Trust in Transition China: An Empirical Analysis,” Li Qing, Wu La and Zhou Shi from P.R. China “Study on China’s Income Tax Policy and Administration of Non-Profit Organizations: Implementation and Reform Suggestion,” and Suo Li-ming from P.R. China “Research on Regional Political Coordination and Public Management Theory and Innovation—Perspective from Differences in Resources and Environment.”
Performance issues and management are the subjects of papers by Zheng Fang-hui and Qin Shi-can from P.R. China “Overall Performance of Local Governments with Third-party Evaluation Method—An Empirical Study on the Municipal and County Governments of Guangdong Province,” Kong Wei-wei, Pan Ying and Yu Fang-qian from P.R. China “Research on Boosting the Government Public Service Capacity during the Economic Transitional Period of Resource-depleted Regions in China,” and Li Zhi and Sun Xu-zheng from P.R. China “Current Research and Related Suggestions on Chinese Government Performance Evaluation.”
Information technology and management information issues are addressed by K. Arjun Rao from India “Information Technology: Development and Reforms in India,” Pang Yong-gang from P.R. China “An Econometric Analysis of the Relationship between Social Capital and Technology Innovation in China,” and Yin Liang-kui, Wang Qian and Pu Zhong from P.R. China “Evaluation Model of IT Outsourcing Service of E-government Based on Factor Analysis and AHP.”
Among papers analyzing networking and public-private-partnerships are those by Wenxuan Yu and Chun Feng from Singapore “Organizational Environment, Organizational Characteristics and Personal Characteristics: Exploring the Determinants of Public Administrators’ Attitude toward Intersectoral Collaboration,” and Chen Zhao-xu and Hu Yue-min from P.R. China “The Relationship between Public Educational Investment and Economic Growth in China.”
Emergency and catastrophic management challenges are addressed in papers by Ye Tuo and Huang Ying from P.R. China “Intergovernmental Collaboration in Emergency Management,” Wang Yang and Xi Bao from P.R. China “Research on Crisis Information Network of Crisis Communication: A Case Study of Songhua River Pollution in China,” Du Lin and Jiang Xiao-hui from P.R. China “Reengineering of Disaster Management in the Information Era: Disaster Management Information System,” and Xu Yue-qian from P. R. China “Research on the Function of Non-governmental Organizations in the Catastrophic Crisis Management,” Liu Zhi-yong from P.R. China “Volunteers: Important Collaboration Strength in Emergency Management—Taking China Wenchuan Earthquake Emergency Volunteer Service as Example,” and Li Yuan from P.R. China “A Preliminary Study on the Psychological Intervention Patterns of the Local Government Officials at Quake-stricken Area.”
As the array of authors, topics, and countries suggest, the 2009 ICPA has brought together a rich collection of ideas and research findings that auger well for the “state of public administration” and, more importantly, for advancing the field in the pursuit of solutions that can be drawn on to advance the welfare of individuals and relieve human suffering worldwide. 

The 2009 ICPA attracted international interest and inquiries by individuals in P.R. China, America, United Kingdom, Canada, Russia, Thailand, Romania, Italy, Africa, Argentina, Poland, Australia, Norway, Finland, Kenya, Pakistan, India, Iran, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Japan, South Korea, China Hong Kong, China Macau, Singapore and China Taiwan. The fifth International Conference on Public Administration was truly international.
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