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Foreword

The Future of Public Administration: Accountable and Transparent Government in a Networked World

The second decade of the 21st Century is upon us and new challenges confront public administration in a borderless world held together by knowledge networks and individual and organizational linkages ranging from professional associations to Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter users. The world has never seemed so small and yet so many challenges abound in getting things done and governing efficiently, effectively, and ethically. Public administration is on the forefront of making the world a safer and better place to live, work, and play. The demand for successful administrative leadership and performance has never been greater.

2011 International Conference on Public Administration (7th), co-sponsored by University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, American Society for Public Administration, Chinese Public Administration Society, School of Public Administration of Moscow State University and Chinese Public Administration Journal seeks to provide a forum for distinguished speakers from academia, government and industry to discuss problems and new ideas, share experiences of success and failure in public administration, explore the changes that public administration poses for all aspects of governance, and promote international co-operation in the field of public administration. 

The theme of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration (ICPA 7th)—The Future of Public Administration: Accountable and Transparent Government in a Networked World. Focus areas include accountability and transparency in government, citizen driven administration/civic engagement, networking and governance in urban regions, collaborating public organizations, international and global challenges, civil service reform, governance in the midst of diversity, and new public management. The papers collected in Proceedings of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration represent a vast storehouse of new information and knowledge that should be useful to public officials on every continent, East-West and North-South, which offer insight, information, and knowledge on a variety of subjects that practicing public administrators and scholars should find useful.

The submissions of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration (7th) have amounted to Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six pieces from both China and abroad, including more than a hundred pieces submitted by foreign experts, scholars and practitioners to both School of Political Science and Public Administration of University of Electronic Science and Technology of China and American Society for Public Administration. The paper submitters are from Africa, Australia, America, Brazil, Canada, P. R. China, China Taiwan, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda and United Kingdom. After peer reviews by 2011 ICPA Academic Committee, the papers collected in Proceedings of 2011 International Conference on Public Administration(7th) (VolumeⅠ) are One Hundred and Forty Four, which offer a wide array of new knowledge and information on subjects that public administrators and scholars should find of some valuable and practical uses. 

The 7th Proceedings of the 2011 International Conference on Public Administration encompasses a wide-ranging examination and analysis of those challenges. The Proceedings contain a rich and broad collection of ideas and research findings directed at the future of public administration in an accountable and transparent government in a networked world. Authored by academics and practitioners worldwide, the collection promises to move public administration practice and theory forward. There are seven sub-themes: (1) Accountability and Transparency in Government, (2) Public Service, Policy and Leadership, (3) Networking and Governance, (4) Collaborating Public Organizations and Civil Engagement, (5) New Public Management Issues, (6) Public Administrative Law and Media Management, and (7) Challenges in Public Administration. 
Among the papers that focus on Accountability and Transparency in Government that explore accountability experiences and practices as well as those that investigate the causes and consequences of governmental transparency include Donald C. Menzel from USA “In Pursuit of Ethical Governance . . .”, who examines the effort worldwide to foster ethical governance, WANG Cong-hu from P.R. China “Study of Organizational Structure in Chinese Centralized Public Procurement: Based on Curbing Corruption for Public Procurement” explores the transparency and corruptions in Chinese public procurement, Maria Piotrowska from Poland “Transparency of Local Public Administration in Poland” examines transparency in local public administration in Poland, Umberto Buratti and Cristina Galbiati from Italy “E-Gov 2012: Towards a Real E-democracy” survey broadband access and computer literacy with an eye toward the development of E-democracy.
Public Service, Policy and Leadership are the subjects of papers by LI Jun-qing from P.R. China “Public Service and Protection of Ethnic Minorities Culture— the Case of China” explores the issues on how to provide public service and cultural protection in Chinese ethnic minorities development, ZHAO Shu-rong and CHENG Shao-pei from P.R. China “Reflections and Prospects on China’s Property Taxation”, who examines the Chinese government efforts to propose some workable and practical public policies in curbing property bubbles given the current context of Chinese property market and points out some problems in the implementation of levying Property Tax in China.  

 Papers on Networking and Governance exploring the emerging patterns of collaboration in networked governance, focusing on the complex issues of urban regions in both national and international contexts are addressed by Ernie Ko from Taiwan, China “Transnational Advocacy Network in Global Anti-corruption Movement”, Kalpana Gopalan from India “ Torn in Two: Competing Discourses of Globalization and Localization in India’s Informational City of Bangalore”, ÖKTEM ,M. Kemal from Turkey “Urban Governance in Turkey: An Administrative Cultural Analysis of Municipalities”, who presents an administrative cultural analysis of urban governance in Turkey .
Among papers analyzing Collaborating Public Organizations and Civil Engagement are those by Nandita Kaushal from India “Public-Private Partnership as a Mode of Socio-Economic Development in India” explores the functions of collaborating public organization in promoting development in India, LIAO Xiao-ming, CAI Xiao-bin from P.R. China “On the Construction of the Third Party Institution” proposes to construct a third party institution which is based on the theory of polycentric governance and the prevalence of ‘the third party’ phenomenon to replace the bureau of letters and calls in China.

Public sector reforms, under the umbrella of New Public Management (NPM), have been widespread throughout the world, albeit taking different forms and moving at different paces. Those reforms have both supporters and detractors. Papers in this area analyze different interpretations of NPM, from a coherent ideology to a mixed bag of reform tools. They also analyze international trends, the value of translating NPM to different reform initiatives and the extent to which learning across international boundaries takes place. New Public Management Issues are addressed in papers by Caroline H. Pajaron from Philippines “Displacement in Development: Addressing the Apeco Land Conflict”, ZHANG Ming-feng and HUANG Long from China “Research on Chinese Land Management and  Use Problems” explores to establish scientific concept of development and correct view of achievements, BEI Han-lu and WU Ci-fang from China “Study on Transformation of Government Functions in the Development of China's Land Market” discusses the governmental behaviors in land market, and analyzes the main causes of abnormal behaviors of the government and Raymon R. Bruce from USA “What Is Organization? Governing by Imperatives of Regulated Freedoms”, who presents a journey of exploration in building a unified theory and mode of organization.
Issues on Public Administrative Law and Media Management are addressed in papers by Wu Wei-jun and TAN Xun from P.R.China “On the Legislative Mode Selection of the Administrative Emergency Power in China —From the Perspective of Comparative Law”, XIE Mei from P.R. China “Construction of Rapid Response Mechanism of Broadcast Coping with Public Emergencies under the Context of New Media in China”, who examines the functions of Media in coping with emergencies in China. 

Challenges in Public Administration  are addressed in papers by Tetsuya Endo and P. Michael Paules from Japan and USA “International Comparative Study of New Leadership Dimension on Local Government Organizations-USA, China and Japan”, CÂMPEANU Emilia, CATARAMĂ Delia and PĂDUREAN Elena from Romania “A Comparative Analysis of Fiscal Sustainability for European Countries and Beyond”, ZHANG Xing-fu and JIANG Guo-gang from China “Circular Economy Evaluation Index System Design and Empirical Methods” put forward the evaluation index system of circular economy developing level constituted by 4 categories and 16 indicators.

The 2011 International Conference on Public Administration brought together an array of authors and topics drawn from many countries and attracted international interest in and inquiries from scholars and public administration practitioners in P.R. China, Indonesia, Uganda, Germany, South Africa, Slovenia, America, United Kingdom, Canada, Russia, France, the Netherlands, Thailand, Romania, Italy, Brazil, Africa, Turkey, Poland, Australia, Switzerland, Denmark, Ireland, Pakistan, India, Iran, Malaysia, Philippines, Japan, South Korea, Spain and China Taiwan. The Seventh International Conference on Public Administration was truly international.
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