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Foreword

Sustainable Development for Public Administration

“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of nations and their people to meet their needs over the long term.” The financial crisis of 2007-2008 had multiple effects on countries across the globe and, by extension, on governmental organizations. Many governments found that their expenditures rose dramatically in faltering economies as revenues dropped. Exporting countries found that exports declined, sometimes drastically. The boom and bust cycle can be incredibly wasteful. The consequences for public administration are severe as well. While countries could afford expanding government services in boom times—prior to 2007-2008—troubled economies have led to serious pressure to cut back in many countries. Officials of national, state and local governments all have felt the pressure of budget uncertainty and serious budget constraints. This comes in the context of growing realization that resources are finite; we cannot simply consume scarce resources, and especially in ways that generate costly such unsustainable byproducts as pollution and climate change.

The 2015 conference seeks to address the problem of managing governmental organizations with an eye both to the short and longer term. For the short term, what can public administration teach policymakers and government managers about sustaining public services in the face of sometimes severe economic and policy cycles? For the longer term, how should policymakers and government managers address the need to avoid less expensive short-term approaches to providing public services in favor of long-term more sustainable approaches? 

The Proceedings 2015 International Conference on Public Administration (11th) encompasses a wide-ranging analysis and examination of excellence and innovation in public administration research and practice. The Proceedings contain a rich and broad collection of ideas and research findings directed at sustainable development for public administration. Authored by academics and practitioners worldwide, the collection promises to advance public administration research and practice. There are six sub-themes—Public Administration for Sustainable development, Good Governance, Performance and Smart Government, Networking and Partnerships and E-government, Public Management, and Future in Public Administration.
The submissions of 2015 International Conference on Public Administration (11th) have amounted to Six Hundred and Three pieces from both China and abroad, including more than one hundred pieces submitted by foreign experts, scholars and practitioners to both School of Political Science and Public Administration of University of Electronic Science and Technology of China and American Society for Public Administration. After peer reviews by 2015 ICPA Academic Committee, the papers collected in Proceedings of 2015International Conference on Public Administration(11th) (Volume I and Volume II) are Three Hundred and Eight, which offer a wide array of new knowledge and information on subjects that public administrators and scholars should find of some valuable and practical uses. 
The 2015International Conference on Public Administration(11th) brings together an array of authors and topics drawn from many countries and regions and attracted international interests and inquiries from scholars and public administration practitioners in Australia, Belgium, Brunei, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, Macao SAR of P.R.China, Mauritius, Nigeria, Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, South Korea, Vietnam, United Kingdom, United States. The Eleventh International Conference on Public Administration was truly international.
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