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Foreword

New Frontiers in Public Administration:
Practice and Theory
Brazil, Russia, India, China—widely identified as a grouping of countries identified by the acronym BRIC—are often pointed to as emerging super states that are rearranging the world order. In addition, Indonesia, the world’s fourth largest country by population with more than 237 million people, and South Africa with more than 50 million people emerging from the dark days of apartheid, have frequently been proposed as BRIC candidates due to their large market potential and strong economic performance in recent years. With 43 percent of the world's population and economies that have been resilient during much of the world downturn over the past decade, the BRIC countries have risen with startling speed and are quickly becoming influential actors in world affairs. The BRIC phenomenon raises many questions about the role and significance of public administration in the success of these countries. Are there lessons for other developing and transitional countries to accelerate reductions in world poverty? Are there also lessons for developed countries, many of which seem to be facing prolonged economic and social challenges? Are the public administration experiences in the BRIC countries and other emerging economies at the new frontier of practice and theory in the field? If not, is there a new frontier evolving? The 2012 International Conference on Public Administration(8th) explores the administrative dynamics of developing and emerging states and developed countries whose economies and governance are shifting with the uncertainty and turbulence that has gripped the world order in recent years.   

 2012 International Conference on Public Administration (8th), co-sponsored by University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, American Society for Public Administration, Osmania University, Chinese Public Administration Journal, Administrative Staff College of India and Indian Public Administration Association, seeks to provide a forum for distinguished speakers from academia, government and industry to discuss problems and new ideas, share experiences of success and failure in public administration, explore the changes that public administration poses for all aspects of governance, and promote international co-operation in the field of public administration. 
The theme of 2012 International Conference on Public Administration(8th) 

—New Frontiers in Public Administration: Practice and Theory. Focus areas include roles of governments and markets, human resources leadership and management, public service and security system, ethics and integrity, budgetary and fiscal transactions, information technology in public administration, emergencies and catastrophic events, networking and governance in urban and rural regions, collaborating public organizations, international and global challenges, civil service reform and new public management. The papers collected in Proceedings of 2012 International Conference on Public Administration represent a vast storehouse of new information and knowledge that should be useful to public officials on every continent, East-West and North-South, which offer insight, information, and knowledge on a variety of subjects that practicing public administrators and scholars should find useful.

The submissions of 2012 International Conference on Public Administration (8th) have amounted to Seven Hundred and Twenty-three pieces from both China and abroad, including more than two hundred pieces submitted by foreign experts, scholars and practitioners to both School of Political Science and Public Administration of University of Electronic Science and Technology of China and American Society for Public Administration. The paper submitters are from P.R. China, United States, Australia, United Kingdom, Canada, India, Indonesia, Uganda, South Africa, Turkey, Italy, West Bengal, Malaysia, Romania, Lebanon, Brunei, Singapore, Thailand, Japan and Zimbabwe, South Korea, China Hong Kong and China Taiwan. After peer reviews by 2012 ICPA Academic Committee, the papers collected in Proceedings of 2012 International Conference on Public Administration(8th) (VolumeⅠ) are One Hundred and Twenty-five, which offer a wide array of new knowledge and information on subjects that public administrators and scholars should find of some valuable and practical uses. 
The 8th Proceedings of the 2012 International Conference on Public Administration encompasses a wide-ranging analysis and examination of new frontiers in public administration research and practice. The Proceedings contain a rich and broad collection of ideas and research findings directed at the future of public administration. Authored by academics and practitioners worldwide, the collection promises to move the new frontiers of public administration research and practice forward. There are eight sub-themes: (1) Roles of Governments and Markets, (2) Human Resources, Public Services and Social Security, (3) Ethics and Integrity, 
(4) Budgetary and Fiscal Transactions, (5) Governance, (6) Emergencies and Catastrophic Events, (7) Networks and Partnerships, (8) Global Developments in Public Administration and Others.

The 2012 International Conference on Public Administration(8th) brings together an array of authors and topics drawn from many countries and attracted international interest in and inquiries from scholars and public administration practitioners in P.R. China, United States, Australia, United Kingdom, Canada, India, Indonesia, Uganda, South Africa, Turkey, Italy, West Bengal, Malaysia, Romania, Lebanon, Brunei, Singapore, Thailand, Japan and Zimbabwe, South Korea, China Hong Kong and China Taiwan. The Eighth International Conference on Public Administration was truly international.
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